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trials be approved and confirmed, this is fo.far from
proving a difcouragement to its ufe, that we ought
to regard the difcovery of fuch a one as a valuable
acquifition to the province of phyfic, efpecially if
it is applicable in defperate and obftinate cafes. The
Bella-donna, on the contrary, fuppofing future trials
fhould prove it as happily fuccefsful as Profeflor
Lambergen has experienced it, is a medicine of a
different kind ; inafmuch as its operation is.mild,
when compared with that, which attends the exhi-
bition of many others: we fhould therefore have
double reafon to rejoice at the difcovery.

XIIL. An Account of fome of the Antiquities

difcovered at Herculaneum, &c. Iz a
Letter to Thomas Birch, D.D. Secret,
R.S. By John Nixon, 4. M. F.R.S.

Reverend Sir,

Read Feb. 24, HE fubje& of this letter are fome

1757 curfory obfervations made by me
laft fpring, upon viewing the curiofities found at
Herculaneum, and the places adjacent. I deferred
putting them into any order, till I came to town, and
had feen, by perufing the Tranfa&tions of the Royal
Society, whether fome abler hand had not already
prevented me, and made any further communication
needlefs: but as I now find, that no notice has been
hitherto taken of feveral particulars, which, in my

humble
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humble opinion, deferved it, as tending to throw
new light upon antiquity; I beg leave to trouble you
with my thoughts upon them.

I fhall begin with the mufeum in the King of the
Two Sicilies’ palace at Portici ; wherein, amongit a
great number of other ancient and valuable remains,
are thefe that follow, viz,

I

Several fali luforii. ‘The tali are fuppofed to
have been known to the Greeks (1) by the name of
"Agpayaro as early as the Trojan war. But as the
monuments before us are undoubtedly Roman, I
fhall confine my remarks upon them to the ufages
received among that people ; and being guided partly
by what appears upon the face of thefe antiquities,
and partly by what the Latin claffics have delivered
in general upon this fubje, beg leave to obferve, in
the firft place, that the 72/ had each of them but
four fides, two broader, and the other two more nar-
row, on which they would ordinarily reft ; as the
rounding of their ends did not eafily permit them to
ftand upon thofe parts. However, the poffibility of
fuch a pofition (tho’ it did not occur to me to make
the experiment with thefe pieces) may be deduced

from a paffage in Tully (2).

Further, with regard to the manner of diftinguithing

the feveral fides of the #a//, fome learned (3) writers

gx) Hom, Iiad. 23. ». 88.
2) Ut enim /i boc fingamus, effe quafi finem ita jacere
talum, ut reflus affiftat ; "qui ita talus erit jaltus, ut cadat rectus
—— Cic. de Fin. L. 3. §. 16. Ed. Verb.

(3) Vid. Dacier not. on Hor. L. ii, Od. 7. v. 25, &c.

VoL. 50. N fpeak
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fpeak of it according to ideas taken from the fathion
of marking the modern dice, and (I may add) the
ancient zeffere likewife: but, as I did not obferve
the traces of any engraving, painting, &'¢. upon the
pieces under confideration, it {eems to me more pro-
bable, what others affert (4), that this diftinction
was effeted by the different configuration of the fides
themfelves, and not by any numbers marked upon
them. And concerning this notation, the common
opinion is, that the appearances exprefling ¢ze and
fix, as alfo thofe reprefenting zbree and four, were
oppofed to each other refpectively.

But leaving thefe (however probable) conjectures,
we can with certainty determine the number of the
tali ufed in this game to have been four ; and like-
wife, that among the various chances refulting from
them, the moft fortunate one was that, wherein each
of the fides exhibited a different afpect. The former
of thefe circumftances we learn from Tully (5), as
we do the latter from Martial, who, in a diftich fent.
with a prefent of a fet of #4/i to a friend, fays,

Cum fleterit nullus vultu tibi talus eodem,
Munera me dices magna dediffe tibi (6).

It may further be colle¢ted from Horace, that the
throw above defcribed had the appellation of Venus :
for when he intimates, that the prefident of the feaft
was eleGted by the 72/i (7), he mutt be fuppofed to

(4) T3 ¢ gua 78 nard 3 Aspdyanoy ITdpates  Aeibus AoEay
giy-». Jul Pollux. L.ix. c. 7.
(5} Quatuor tali jalti cafu venereum ¢fficiunt, Cic. de Div. L. i..
§. 13. Ed. Verb.
(6) Mart. L. xiv. epig. 14.
(7) Nec regna vini fortigre talis, Lo i ode 4. v. 18,
mean
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mean the moft favourable chance upon them. But
he (8) ellewhere gives us to underftand, that the
chance, which determined that eletion, was called
V. nus.

Propertius is fomewhat more explicite in affign-
ing the title of this throw, as above; and at the fame
time informs us further, that the contrary (and con-
fequently moft unlucky) one was termed canes.

Me quoque per talos Venerem quarente fecundos,
Semper damngfi Jubfiluere canes (9).

Now it feems to be agreed among the antiquaries,
(10) that canis on the tali was umty : and indeed
this opinion is countenanced by Perfius (11), who
contrafts canicula with fenio. If this be admitted,
then the canes of Propertius muft have been the
chance, wherein all (or at leaft the greater number
of ) the zali came up (as we fhould exprefs it) aces.

. There have been feveral other conjectures propofed
by learned writers upon this fubject, which I choofe
to omit, for want of proper authorities from the
claffics to afcertain them. This is likewife the cafe
with regard to the rules obferved by the ancient Ro-
mans at this diverfion. It is not at all improbable,
that as we have feveral {pecies of games upon the fame
fet of dice, cards, &c. fo they might have the fame

(8) Quem Venus arbitrum dicet bibendi ? L. ii. od. 7. v. 25.
Some think, that this caft was alfo named ba/filicus from the ufage
here mentioned. Sanad. in Loc.

(9) Prop. L. iv. el. 9. v. 18,

(10) Jul Pollux. L, ix. ¢. 7. Lubin. on Perf. fat. 3. v. 49, &c.

(11) Quid dexter fenio ferret,

Damnsfa canicula guantum

Perl, fat. 3. v. 48.
N 2 varicty

Raderet
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variety on the #ali: and if there were any laws
eftablihed by cuftom for the regulation of this game
in public, yet private parties might be at liberty to
innovate at pleafure, and agree upon whatever terms
of play were moft agreeable to their inclinations or
circumftances. In this light (according to (12) Eraf-
mus) we are to confider the account, which Au-
guftus gives of himfelf and his friends, in an epiftle
to Tiberius (13): Inter canam lufimus yegovrinas
beri et hodie : talis enim jallatis, ut quifque canem
aut fenionem miferat, in fingulos talos fingulos dena-
rios conferebat, quos tollebat univerfos, qui Venerem
jecerat, And it is obvious to remark, that (upon
this hypothefis) the critics, perhaps, need not have
been fo much embaraflfed (as we find they have been)
in endeavouring to reconcile this paffage of Sueto-
nius with that other of Perfius (14) produced above.

1 fhall conclude with noting, that in order to pre-
vent any fraud or {light of hand in managing the
tali, it was ufual to put them into a box (1), and,
after fhaking them together, to throw them cut
upon a table. 'Thus Martial introduces one of thefe
turricule, as recommending its own ufefulnefs for
the purpofe above-mentioned :

Querit compofitos manus improba mittere talos,
Qui per me mittit, nil nifi vota facit (16).

(12) Dial. ’Asegyansauds.

(x3) Sueton.'C. Aug. §. 71.

(14) Sat. 3. v.48. See Prat. not. in uf. Delph. in loc,
(15) Hor. L.ii. fat. 7. v. 17,

(16) Mart. L. xiv. epig. 16,

However,
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However, this caution does not feem to have been {o
univerfally obferved, but that fometimes, viz. when
the party confifted of ladies, it was (I prefume, for
a reafon greatly to their honour) fuperfeded. Thus,
in one of the firft paintings found at Herculaneum,
and now in the royal apartments at Portici, we fee
a young female figure exhibited, as playing at this
game, with one or more of the ¢a/i lying upon the
back part of her hand, while the reft appear as
having fallen off from thence towards the floor.

IL.

A rule with four joints, each of which contained
about g inches g-tenths of our meafure. I think
there was another in two parts, which anfwered to
the fame proportion.

IIL.

A weight, infcribed on one fide EME, and on
the other HABEBIS.

Iv..

A fmall bolla d'oro, which (after that in the late
Dr. Middleton’s collection, and another preferved at
Rome) is the third known to be extant in Europe.
As this ornament was worn by fo great a number of
young perfons at Rome, and made of gold, which is
fo capable of refifting the injuries of the weather,
moifture, &'c. one cannot but wonder at the extreme
fcarcity of thefe monuments in the cabinets of the
curious. The moft probable way of aecounting for
this (according to (17) Dr. Middleton) is, that the

(r7) Germ. Ant. Mon. p. 38.
value
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value of the materials, of which thefe dulle were
made, induced the poor labourers, as foon as the
had found one, to fell it to the firft goldfmith they
met with for its real value (however fmall it might
be) by weight.

V.

A little figure like a Faunus, excepting that about
the head it had fomething of the chara&er of the
minotaur, viz. large curls upon the forehead, and
feveral mufcular protuberances, or for7, under the
throat.

VL

A figure in relievo of a man fitting with a bowl
in his hand, which has been thought a Socrates.
And indeed the features of the face bear a ftriking
refemblance to thofe of that fage expreffed in ancient
monuments ; as the bowl might properly refer to the
well-known circumftance of his death. But the
other infignia are not fo {uitable to the charatter of
the fubje&t, as one could with: for he holds, partly
in his hand, and partly under his arm, a thort ftaff
full of knots, and curved at*the end like a fhepherd’s
crook, fuch as we find borne by fatyrs in fome Bac-
chanalian pieces: and the fkin of a beaft appears
hanging from the feat of his chair.

VIL

An antique painting of a mufe, with a capfula
near her containing fome volumes, from which
hang labels fhewing the titles of the works. The
fame reprefentation appears in another painting kept
in a different part of the palace. Signor Paderni

obferved
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obferved to me, that thefe remains would help the
curious to form a more certain idea of the manner,
in which the ancients affixed titles to their volumes,
than they have hitherto been able to obtain. The
moft complete defcription, that I can recolle&, of
an ancient book, with its appurtenances and decora-
tions, is that of Martial addrefled to one of his own.

Fauflini fugis in finum?2 Sapifts.

Cedro nunc licet ambules perunctus,

Et frontis gemino decens konore

Pictis luxurieris umbilicis:

Et te purpura delicata velet,

Et cocco rubeat fuperbus index. L. iii. ep. 2.

The fuperbus index in the laft verfe, curioufly illu-
minated with fcarlet, was undoubtedly the title of
the book ; but to what part of it it was annexed has
hitherto been difficult to afcertain: for as (according
to the paintings under confideration) it was infcribed
on a detached piece of paper or parchment, it muft
foon have been loft from the book ; efpecially if the
latter had f{uffered by damps, or any other injuries.
fimilar to thofe, that have affeted the volumes found
in Herculaneum, of which not only the title, but
even the umbilici, tho’ confifting of more folid ma--
terials, as horn, ivory, &c. are intirely deftroyed =
fo that no light could be had from the original anti-
quities with relation to this point. The only means,
whereby the connoiffeurs could form any conjetures
in this cafe, muft have been, I prefume, from the
fathion of books among the ancients, wviz. their
being long fcrolls rolled round upon a ftick with or-
naments at each end, as defcribed in the epigram

7 produced
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produced above, This form required, that the books
fhould be laid at their length upon the thelves, where
they were depofited with either their fide, or one of
their ends, appearing outwardly. Now of thefe two
pofitions the latter, which expofed the umbilicus to
view, might be thought (all circumftances duly con--
fidered) the moft convenient. To this part there-
fore it might with probability be conjectured, that
the index or title was faftened ; but the paintings
mentioned above plainly demonftrate, that it actually
was fo.

Monf. Dacier fays (18), that the titles of books
were anciently infcribed upon the leathern covers,
wherein they were wrapt, and which, by the means
of thongs faftened to them, kept the volumes clofe
and compa& together. If that learned gentleman
had fupported this fact by proper evidences, then it
muft have been concluded, upon the joint authority
of fuch evidences, and of the antiquities under con-
fideration, that the prattice of the ancients was, be-
fides the title on the fides of the volume, to affix
another on a label at one of its extremities. And
indeed this additional notation (whatever we deter-
mine concerning its ufefulnefs, while the books lay
on a fhelf in a library) muft have been very neceffary,
when fuch books ftood upright in a capfula (like
thofe in the painting before us), where no part of
them, but one end alone, could pofiibly be feen.

VIIL
Some pieces of fine paper, coloured red on one
fide, and black on the other, found upon the breaft

(18) Not, on Hor. L, i. ep. 20. v. 2.

of
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of a fkeleton. Signor Paderni told me, that they
had been viewed with great admiration by fuch of
the virtuofi, as he had thewn them to ; and that their
admiration proceeded from thofe fragments appear-
ing not to be of the charta papyracea, but of that of
filk, cotton, or linen. And indeed, if they fhould
prove to have been made of any of the materials laft
mentioned, it would contradict the generally received
opinion (according to (19) Montfaucon), that paper
of fiik or cotton, denoted by the common appellation
of charta bombycina, was firft found out in the gth
century ; as that compofed of linen rags (ex linteolis
contritis et aqud maceratis, as Pancirollus (20) ex-
prefies it) was about the 12th ; and that the former
{upplied the place of the charta papyracea in the
eaft, as the latter fuperfeded the ufe of it in the
weftern parts of the world.

IX.

A flat piece of white glafs, taken off from to-
wards the extremity of the fheet, as appears from
the curvature and protuberant thicknefs of one of its
fides above the other parts. I have feveral obferva-
tions by me, with regard to this fragment, which I
have not yet had leifure to digeft. I fhall therefore
proceed to the other parts of this colleétion.

To enter into a detail of the paintings found at
Herculaneum, and depofited in a different part of
the palace at Portici, would be tedious, as their

(19) Mem. lit. de I'Acad. des Infcrip. V. g.
(20) Rerum Mem. L. ii. tit. 13.

VoL. so. 0O number,
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number, when I faw them, exceeded 80o; and it
would be fuperfluous, as the principal of them will
[oon make their appearance in the world by prints
taken from them, and executed in a manner, which
(as far as I could judge by the {pecimens thewn me)
will in no-wife difcredit the originals, I thall there-
fore only meution two of them, wviz.

I

Thefeus with the Minotaur dead, and lying on
his back at his feet, while feveral Athenian youths
are embracing the knees, and kiffing the hand, of
their deliverer. We may obferve, that the fabulous
being above-mentioned appears in this piece with the
intire body of a man, and only the head of a bull,
which agrees with the manner, in which he is repre-
fented in an antique fardonyx of Greek fculpture in
the cabinet at Vienna, and in moft of the works of
the ancient artifts. Tho’ I have by me the copy of
an antique gem, wherein the Minotaur is exhibited
as ftanding in the center of the famous labyrinth,
and having below the body of a bull as far as to the
waift, and from thence upwards an human form:
which reprefentation is further countenanced by Ovid,
who defcribes that montfter, as

Semibovemque virum, femivirumque bovem.
Art. Am. L. ii. v. 12.

II.

Chiron and Achilles. The latter of thefe is ftand-
ing, and has a p/¢frum in his right hand : thc former
feems to embracc his noble pupil with his left arm,
and with his right hand to ftrike the lyre, as teach-

7 ing



T 99 ]

ing him to play upon that inftrument. But the
moft remarkable circumitance in the figure of Chi-
ron is his repofing his hinder parts on his left haunch
upon the ground.  Yet this attitude; as well as the
other particulars mentioned above, is exprefled in an
antique gem, of which I have feen a copy at Rome.

I {hall conclude this paper with an account of the
ftatues, which ftand in feveral rooms adjoining to
the unfinithed part of the palace, and were found
(as to the far greater number) at or near Hercula-
neum.

In the Firft Room.

An equeftrian marble ftatue of M. Nonius Balbus
the elder, which is intended to be placed in a large
entrance on the eaft fide of the palace, to anfwer to
that of his fon, which is already fet up on the other
fide, facing the bay of Naples.

In the Second.

Nero and Germanicus, confiderably larger than
the life, but fqueezed fomewhat flat by the weight
of the lava, or other ruins, with which they were
once overwhelmed.

A man in a facrificing habit.

Two others in the toga, and two women in the
palla.

All thefe are of bronze.

Statues of marble depofited here are the follow-
ing, viz.
At the entrance, a matron larger than nature, with

ftrong expreflion in her face.
0: Two
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Two coloffal trunks in a fitting pofture.

Three ftatues of one of the Agrippina’s.

A Roman matron, or emprefs, .with remains of
red painting on the extremities of her palla.

Three other matrons.

In the Third Room.

Bacchus. A mufe. A fragment of a ftatue in
the pallium. A fine ftatua togata with the head
veiled, larger than the life.

Another very remarkable figure, whofe face re-
fembles in beauty that commonly attributed to Ve-
nus, tho’ the drefs and other infignia plainly indicate
a Pallas: for her head is covered with an helmet,
below which her hair falls down long and difhevelled.
Her left arm is enveloped with her =gis, which is
large and expanded, fo as to form a kind of mantle.
Her garments are thin, and fit clofe to her body in
ftrait plaits. She is in a pofture of running, or
ftriding, with her feet at a confiderable diftance from
cach other, and her arms extended different ways ;
an attitude ftrongly marking the utmoft eagernefs
and hafte.

Next appears a Vertumnus. A fine figure of a
philofopher. Volumnia and Veturius. A lady with
a thin {tola. A Venus. A boy of exquifite work-
macfhip. A fmall ftatua togata,

In another part is a Faun of bronze, reclined, with
his right hand lifted up, and his leg extenaed. This
figure (as we wer€ informed) was found accompa-
nied with feven others of the fame metal, which
now ftand in another chamber, viz. two young
men in a running a pofture ; four females fomewhat

refembling:
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refembling veftals in their habit, excepting that all
their heads were uncovered, and thofe of two of
them were adorned with vitte, or filets. Laftly, a
young man of a fmall fize, cloathed, with his arms
fomewhat extended.

There remains but one more figure to be taken
notice of in this colletion, wiz. that of Serapis,
with Ccrberus at his right hand. Ancient writers (21)
enable us to account for this appearance, by inform-
ing us, that Serapis (befides his other characters of
AAculapius, Sol, Ofiris, and Jupiter) was accounted
the fame as Dis Pater, or Pluto. Upon this hypo-
thefis none can doubt of the propriety of Cerberus’s
attending upon this deity in the figure before us, as
well as in three others given us by Montfaucon (22).

If we defire to enter into the myftical reafon of
this reprefentation, we may learn it from Porphyry,
viz. that Serapis (23), being the fame as Pluto, had
dominion over the evil demons ; and that thofe be-
ings were figured by a dog with three heads; mean-
ing the demon fubfifting in the three elements of
water, earth, and air.

Give me leave to add further, that I find, by my
journal, that upon viewing this figure, I took notice
of a diffimilitude in the heads of it: but as it did

(21) Deum ipfum (Serapidem) multi Zfeulapium -—- quidam
Ofirim — plerique Fovem — plurimi Ditem patrem infignibus, que
in_ipfo manifefta, aut per ambages, conjeitant. ‘Tac. Hif. L. iv.
Eis 2305, e Aldis, Gis "Hasos evi Sdpamss, Oraculum Apollinis
apud M. A. Cauf. Mufeum Rom. vol. ii. §. 6. tab. 13.

(22) Antig. T.ii. P.2. pl. 121, 122,

(23) Posphyr, apud Eufeb. Przp. Evang. L.iv, c.23. Tss J
wovnpes J'dsprovas gk &kl Umd Sdpamw vmen]itopsy, &e.

nat
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not then occur to me, that they were ever exprefled
in any other form than the canine, I did not examine
minutely into the difference : but, upon recolleétion,
I am now inclined to think, that that monfter
might have the heads of three feveral animals in this
piece, as he has in another, given us by (24) Mont-
faucon : which mode of exhibiting him was (ac-
cording to that learned (25) antiquary) invented by
the Egyptians; a circumftance not to be wondered
at in a people, whofe imagination teemed {o plenti-
fully with monftrous ideas of all kinds, as theirs is
known to have done.

To the {ame original we may refer the ferpent
twifting round Cerberus in this monument; as we
fee two of the fame fpecies encircling his heads and
body in that mentioned above (26). As I know no
particular relation, that the ferpent bears to Serapis,
confidered as Pluto, I can regard it here only as a
facred fymbol in the theology of the ancient Egyp-
tians ; and, as fuch, properly attributed to an attend-
ant of one of their chief divinities.

I fhall trouble you but with one more obfervation
upon this article, v7z. that (if I may truft my memory
for a particular omitted in my notes) this is the ftatue,
which being the principal one found in an ancient
magnificent building difcovered about feven years ago
at (27) Pozzuoli (in conjunétion with other circum-
ftances) occafioned it to be called The Temple of

(24) Suppl. T.ii. L. vi. ¢, 1o, Tab. xlviii.
(25) Montfaucon, ibid.
{26) Montfaucon, ibid.
(27) Vid. Obfervations fur les Antiquités d’Herculaneum, e,
par Mefl. Cochin & Bellicard, p. 83. Paris 1755. .
Serapis.
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Serapis. As this place feemed greatly to merit the
attention of the curious in antiquity, we procured a
plan of it, drawn by a native, who has free accefs
to it ; and (if I thought it would be acceptable to
that learned Society, of which I have the honour to
be a member) the faid plan fhould wait upon them,
accompanied with fome obfervations upon it by,

SIR,
Your moft obedient,
London, Feb. 24. humble Servant,

1757 ’
john Nixon.

P. S. A long room is defigned to be fitted up in the
King’s palace at Portici, for the reception of all
the antiquities found at Herculaneum, &¢. This
apartment will be lighted by thirteen windows.
on the fide towards the Cortile, and adorned with
forty columns, partly of verde antique, partly of
alabafter with brownifh veins, and other beautiful
marbles, found in divers parts of the King’s do-
minions. Between every two of thefe columns
will be placed a group, ftatue, or buft. The
compartments in the walls will contain the an-
cient paintings. 'The other curiofities are to be
depofited in cafes made for that purpofe ; and the
pavement will confift intirely of the fineft pieces
of Mofaic work, that have been found in Her-
culaneum, or any places within the Neapolitan

ftate..

XIV.



